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LifeOs a Beach at LVNC

If winter weather has got you down, be sur e to visit the Natur e
Center and check out our 2007 Wnter Exhibit. W eCe going full-
blast to explore the wonders of sand!
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To bnd out the answers to these questions (and moe!), be sue to
stop in and see this fun and exciting new exhibit. There will be lots of
hands-on activities and displays that will lead you to a hew

appreciation of this amazing material that most

people

take for granted. YouOll never feel the same
on the beach again!

-

So take a beak from our cold Chicago
winter and come feel some sand between

your toes at our Osand-tasticO Sand Blast! Geoge is eady!

The Life Science Sand Exhibits on display are presented by
SciTech Hands—On Museum in Aurora, IL.
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f you havenOt picked up your
Turkey coloring contest pictur es
yet, be sure to stop in. Remember
very entry received a participation
bon.
Pictures will be available at the
Natur e Center until Jan. 3.

Ice skating is allowed on the lake
whenever the map board signs
read OSkating OK.O The ice is
checked every weekday morning
for safety and a skating area is
cleared of snow if necessary

Bring your own skates and be
sure to stop into the Nature Center
to warm up.

The Nature Center will be closed:
Dec. 24-26
Dec. 31
Jan. 1-2
Apr. 6-8
May 26
We are also closed the prst Monday
of each month.



Fall Open House

The mild
November
weather
helped
make our annual Fall Open House@using
success. igitors enjoyed exploring the Nagtur
Cente® exhibits and animals (left), took a
self-guided hike aund the lake, and enjoyed
a hayride (top center). Refshments wer
served aound the camplercircle whee a
nearby pile of leaves pved to be the biggest
hit of the day (center bottom).

Little artists ceated a special Thanksgiving decoration: a pine cone tudtthough

the brightly-coloed feathers aund on the table.

The winners of our annual turkey coloring contest also picked up their prizes and
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ribbons (top right). The winning drawings can be seen on our website abiatpd.og.

Staff updates

Giana Giuffre hasjoined LVNC asan Environmental
Educator. Giana will be bnishing her B.A. at Do-
minican University in River For est in January and
has worked at Brookbeld Zoo and Cook CountyOs
Trailside Museum. She also works at a vet clinic in
Naperville on the days sheOs not at UNC.

Deanna DeChristopher has taken a position with a
human resources company in Chicago. Deanna was
at LVNC for over thr ee years.

Congratulations to L VNC Naturalist John Stod -
dard and his wife who will be traveling to China
soon to Pnalize the adoption of their daughter. For
more details or to follow the trip with daily pictur e
updates, visit their website at:

www.group49.com.

OPlaying possumO

This common expression derives from opossums
habit of playing dead to escape from predators.

A cornered opossum will defend itself by bar -
ing its teeth, hissing, growling, or biting, but if that
doesnOt work, it may fall to the ground and appear
to be dead.A smelly, greenish RBuid produced by the
musk glands even makes it smell dead. Most preda-
tors donOt like to eat dead, stinky things and often
will walk away .

In fact, though, they are not Oplaying.O The
state is an involuntary r esponse, similar to being in
shock. If left alone, they will r ouse in a few minutes
to hours and be none the worse for the wear.

When youlre done wrapping all those presents,
save some of the cardboard tubes forL VNC. We
can use them for an upcoming class project.




Creature Feature: Virginia (0 r Ameri can) opossu m

The Virginia opossum (Didelphis viginiana) is a
common inhabitant of yar ds and parks in our area
but we donOt see them all that often because they
are nocturnal (active only at night).

They are about the size of a lage house cat, sol
tary and slow-moving. They spend much of their
time on the ground but are excellent tree climbers.

Opossums eat
just about anything,
including fr uit, eggs,
insects, worms,
snails, or small
animals. They also
commonly eat car-
rion (dead animals).

Their nest
typically consists
of leaves or grass
stuffed into a tree
hollow or fallen log,
rock pile or brush
pile. They may move
into another animalOs abandoned burow but rar ely
dig their own. They ar e active yearround but often
den up in periods of extr emely cold weather.

Opossums have a hairless, pehensile (grasp
ing) tail that is sometimes used like an extra hand

IL Dept. of Naturl Resouoes.

to hold on to tr ee branches or carry nesting material.
Young opossums sometimes hang flom their tails
but it is not strong enough to support an adult.
Like all marsupials, opossum babies are born at
a very early stage of development after a gestation
period of only about thirteen days. At birth they
are about the size of a honeybee,
hairless and blind, and their hind -*'
legs are undeveloped. Using only *
their fr ont limbs the babies climb
into the mother Os pouch on their
own. The mother may lick a trail
through her fur to guide the ba- ,‘“a_‘_
bies but otherwise does not assist.
Up to twenty babies may be
born but the female opossum
has only thirteen (or fewer) teats.
However, most litters are not that
largebthe average is seven.
Young spend seven to eight
weeks nursing, during which time
they remain attached to one teat.
As they grow, they start to spend
more time out of the pouch but
typically stay with their mother
for another six or seven weeks,
often all riding on momOs back.

A
The opposable
thumb on the
opossunsthind
foot leaves a track
that can not be
mistaken for any

other mammal in
our area.

¥ The Mrginia opossum is the only marsupial
found in the United States.

¥ Their marsupial relatives in South  America
and Australia include kangaroos,
wallabies, wombats, and koalas.

¥ There are no native marsupials in  Asia,
Africa, or Europe.

¥Although we sometimes refer to this animal
as a Opossum,O that name technically
applies only to the species found in
Australia and on some Pacibc islands.
The North, South, and Central American
species are correctly called Oopossums.O

¥ Fossil opossums are known from 70 million
years ago which means that they shared
the Earth with the dinosaurs.

¥ Opossums have 50 teeth; more than any
other mammal.

¥ In spite of their thick fur , opossums don!t
do very well in cold climates. Originally
found in southern areas, this species has
expanded its range as far north as Canada.
Even in lllinois many are missing parts of
their ears or tails from frostbite.

¥ Predators of opossums include hawks,
owls, foxes, and coyotes. T oday most are
probably killed by cars and trucks.

¥ Opossum meat was once commonly eaten in
some parts of the United States. Recipes
can even be found in old editions of  7he
Joy of Cooking .

¥ The name OopossumO is believed to come
from the Algonquin Native American word
OapasumO meaning white animal.

¥ Opossums are immune to the bite of
rattlesnakes and other venomous snakes.
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Hours

Lake View Nature Center

Monday to Friday B 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
(Closed the brst Monday of each month)

Saturday and Sunday B Noon to 4:00 pm

Terrace View Park
Open sunrise to 10 pm

For more information

Lake View Natur e Center........... (630) 941-8747
Heritage Center...........ccccceeeeeeen. (630) 627-6100
Fitness Center.........cccccceveeennnnns (630) 574-0420

www.obtpd.og

Staff
Melissa Alderson Supervisor
John Stoddard Naturalist
Liane Knight Program Coordinator
Karen Ritter Environmental Educator
Giana Giuffre Environmental Educator

James Gerace Program Assistant

Fees

The Nature Center is free to the
general public.
Donations are appreciated

School and Community Groups

The Lake View Natur e Center is an excellent
place to explore the natural sciences. V& offer
programs for all ages and grade levels. Check
our web site at www .obtpd.org for mor e details.

Fees for these in-house pograms:
$4.50 per participant
$45.00 minimum group charge

Call the Natur e Center at (630) 941-8747 for
more information or to schedule a program.

We ake in the pocess of cleaning up our mailing
list. If your label above says OLast IssueO youy
addess will beemoved unless you call us at

(630)941-8747.




